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Brussels, March 2019

Dear member of the Brewers family,

I am pleased to provide you with an update on what’s brewing in Brussels. 

This edition includes a short report on our Beer Serves Europe statistics 
report and launch event, plus an update on the latest progress towards 
better consumer information. As the Brexit deadline looms, uncertainty 
continues – I have provided some thoughts as to our response.

As always, we are working, representing your voice at the heart of the 
European institutional hub at a time when change is on the horizon. We 
work to ensure that brewers are heard at all key opportunities and levels.

With Best Wishes

Pierre-Olivier Bergeron

In this issue:
1. Update on consumer information: 

Watch this space
2. Beer Serves Europe: 

Photos and update
3. Brewers’ Forum 3-4th June 

Alongside this year’s European Brewery Convention 
Congress. A must-be-there event!

4. Brexit : Our response
5. Brexit: EC no-deal preparedness 
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1. 1. Update on Consumer Information 
 Watch this space

The Brewers of Europe made a commitment in March 2015 to voluntarily 
roll out ingredients and nutrition information on beers across Europe, in 
line with the rules laid down in Regulation (EU)1169/2011, committing to 
report regularly on implementation. In July 2018 The Brewers of Europe 
then bolstered its commitment with a recommendation to all breweries to 
list ingredients and energy values on the labels of pre-pack containers.

EU Commissioner for Health and Food Safety Vytenis Andriukaitis has again 
recently praised brewers for their commitment to improved consumer 
information. Speaking at the annual general assembly of The Brewers of 
Europe, Commissioner Andriukaitis said “I welcome the commitment of 
the Brewers of Europe to provide the full list of ingredients and the calorie 
content on all pre-packed beers. This will help the people in the EU to make 

better informed and, I hope, healthier choices. Transparency has been one of the trendiest words in the food and 
drink industry in recent years - a clear illustration that it is important to consumers. Therefore, I call upon the whole 
beer industry to implement the commitment to meet consumer expectations.”

The brewers’ leadership on ingredients and nutrition labelling will be addressed in a report on the implementation of 
The Brewers of Europe pledge thereon. The latter will be shared in the coming months with the Health Commissioner. 
In that respect The Brewers of Europe is currently reaching out to national associations and companies to provide 
them with the best possible detail of the state of implementation and case studies. 

With regard to case studies, companies and national associations are invited to inform us if they have implementation 
case study examples, including off-label, that they believe should be incorporated in order to provide colour and 
concrete evidence of the actions that have been taken to roll out the commitment.

Our commitment is voluntary, and The Brewers of Europe is grateful for all the efforts undertaken by the national 
association and its members towards improving consumer knowledge about what’s in their beers.

2.  Beer Serves Europe VIII  
Exports boost Europe’s beer production 
to eight-year high

Europe’s beer production rose to an eight-year high in 2017 bolstered by record exports, a rise in micro-breweries 
and increased low-alcohol products. This was the main message for attendees of the eighth Beers Serves Europe 
event, which included words from Pavlos Photiades, President of the Brewers of Europe and Cosmin Boiangiu, 
Romanian Deputy Permanent Representative to the EU.

According to the latest report on Europe’s beer sector, production increased by 2 million HL 39.6 billion litres and 
exports reached an all-time high. Today, one in five beers is shipped abroad, a third of that to outside the EU.
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With a production of 9.3 billion litres Germany was the top producer - one in every five beers produced in the 
EU originates from Germany, followed by the United Kingdom and Poland (both at 4 billion litres produced, each 
representing 10% of the total). German and Belgian breweries exported the most beer outside their countries, 1.5 
billion litres each.

In addition, the EU now produces nearly 900 million litres of non-alcoholic beer (2% of all beer) each year, according 
to the data collected by Eurostat for 2017, whilst production of lower alcohol beers is also growing. This, coupled 
with the rise in the number of microbrewers and SMEs over the past year, shows how consumer demand is evolving 
and how the sector is diversifying to meet it. 

More information can be found here including the full report.

3.  Brewer’s Forum - Antwerp - June 3 - 4, 2019: 
Plus, the European Brewing Convention (EBC) 
Congress 2-6 June, 2019

Registration is now open for the second Brewers Forum which will be 
the event of the year for the brewing sector. There will be high-level key 
note speakers and seminars, including Jean-François van Boxmeer of 
Heineken and Paolo Lanzarotti of Asahi Breweries Europe Group, as well 
as a huge opportunity to meet other brewers, brewery owners, equipment 
manufacturers, material suppliers, distributors, bar and retail owners, beer 
educators and aspiring brewers.

The full programme will shortly be available.

Taking place alongside the Brewers Forum will be the EBC Congress - one of 
the most important events for technical brewers, brewing technologists and 
scientists involved in the fields of brewing, malting, beverage engineering 
and fermentation.

Both events promise to be platforms for sharing our knowledge, expertise and passion, and will have high visibility 
with our wider key stakeholders and within the local, national and international press.

Links
 z Register for the Brewers of Europe Forum here

 z Register for the EBC Congress here
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4. Brexit: 
Our response

On the view of Brexit from the Brewers of Europe, Pierre-Olivier Bergeron, 
Secretary General commented:

“Brewers and publicans alike need certainty. Clarity on the transition 
period from March 29th onwards and a strong steer on the future 
relationship with the UK would be a boost to the trade and beer sales.

For ‘The Brewers of Europe’, the EU27 and the UK are closely intertwined, 
through interconnected value chains, an international specialised 
workforce and extensive trading, not just of beer but also of ingredients, 
machinery and brewing technology. The EU27 is by some margin the 
UK’s largest single export market for beer by volume. The outcomes of 
the Brexit negotiations must ensure the brewing sector can continue to 
maximise its economic and cultural contribution to both the UK and the 

EU. This means minimising negative impacts from Brexit, by reducing as much as possible barriers to trade and 
enabling the ease of movement of beer, in both directions.

Negotiations must strive for regulatory consistency and harmonisation or mutual recognition of standards relating 
to the formulation, labelling, marketing and sale of beer, which are in the common interest of the EU and UK.

Furthermore, Brigid Simmonds, Chief Executive of the British Beer & Pub Association, commented:

“It is especially vital that pubs, where so much of the UK’s beer is sold, continue to have access to talent in the 
EU post-Brexit. When 24% of pub employees on average come from overseas, many from the EU, a sensible 
migration policy is essential.  

“It is also imperative that Britain’s world class brewers continue to be included in the Excise Movement and 
Control System (EMCS), which allows beer to move across the EU seamlessly. When beer exports are worth over 
£500 million to the UK, a fast and simple export system to the EU is vital post-Brexit.  

5.  Brexit 
Advice from the European Commission on No Deal

The European Commission has issued a release for European Union 
businesses in the event of a “no deal” Brexit-i.e., the risk that the UK may 
leave the EU on 29th March 2019 without a deal.

The release is intended to help European Union businesses in the area of 
customs and indirect taxation, including value added tax (VAT). It is part of 
ongoing efforts to prepare for the United Kingdom’s exit from the European 
Union without a deal being concluded.
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To prepare for a “no-deal” scenario and to continue trading with the UK, the European Commission has advised 
businesses to:

 z assess whether they have the necessary technical and human capacity to deal with customs procedures 
and rules (e.g., concerning preferential rules of origin);

 z consider obtaining various customs authorisations and registrations in order to facilitate their trading 
activity if the United Kingdom is part of their supply chain;

 z contacting their national customs authority to see what other steps can be taken to prepare;

Read the full release here.

BrewUp: 
Your living library
Please visit BrewUp, The Brewers of Europe’s brand-new Knowledge Portal 
destined for all brewers!

https://brewup.eu

Analytica EBC 
Now on BrewUp!
The European reference analytical methods for breweries by EBC are now 
available on BrewUp!

https://brewup.eu/ebcanalytica

The Brewers Forum 3-4 June 
It’s a must-be-there event!
If you are still looking for very good reasons to travel to Brussels, you have 
little other choice than joining hundreds of fellow brewers next June!

https://brewersforum.eu


